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ASSIGNMENT GUIDELINES

1. This assignment is designed to help you achieve a good result in this unit.

2. During your assignment, you are required to answer each question of the outcome assessment criteria (next page) which has been covered separately in respective lessons.
3. In your answer, write about the key processes and concepts highlighted by the lessons.

4. Study the required descriptors below to ensure that your work demonstrates compliance in order for it to be considered for pass grade.

It is important that the work you produce is your original work, is carefully planned and written. Your work should demonstrate your understanding of the theory you have learned (underpinning knowledge) and your ability to apply it in contemporary situations/case studies (applied knowledge)

Please Note:

1. Cover sheet should be clearly marked with your name, student ID, title and date. All pages should be numbered (bottom right hand corner).  Give a table of content.

2. Present your work in a structured format with clear sections and use graphs and tables where appropriate.

3. Follow Harvard Referencing system. All work should be properly referenced and sources acknowledged clearly, including books, journals, newspapers and websites.

4. Ensure that your work is within the stated word limit.

5. The report should be typed 1.5 spaced, 12 point fonts 
6. Plagiarism MUST be avoided.
RESULT DESCRIPTORS
	PASS DESCRIPTORS (FROM Outcomes Assessment Criteria)
	Learner’s Evidence Shows
	Tutor to check
	Comments/Feedback

	1.Investigate the principles, standards and conventions of accounting
	Assess the need for financial information, its purpose and limitations
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	Analyse the role of accounting conventions in the management of finance for a given organisation
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	2.Explore the nature and use of financial information
	Analyse the quality and usefulness of published financial information for a given organisation
	
	

	3. Examine the interpretation and analysis of financial information
	Interpret and evaluate the financial position of a given organisation to establish trends
	
	

	4. Select and use appropriate methods/techniques
	Range of information used
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Appropriate analysis procedures have been applied
	
	

	5. Present and communicate appropriate findings
	Appropriate structure and approach has been used
	
	

	
	Conclusions have been drawn from appropriate findings and calculations
	
	

	
	Presentation has been clear and understandable.
	
	

	Any other comments



	RESULT GIVEN BY TUTOR
	Pass
Refer
	Tutor Signature
	Date:

	IV Result Check

Agree

Disagree

Modify result to
	
	IV signature
	Date

	Student’s Response

	Signature
	
	Date
	


ASSIGNMENT TOPIC

Brief Profile:

WH Smith PLC operates retail stores primarily in the United Kingdom. The company operates its stores under High Street and Travel Retail brand names. It markets a range of products, such as news and impulse, including newspapers, magazines, confectionery, and other impulse products; stationery comprising greetings cards; books and entertainment, including music, video, and multimedia games. The company also offers various books, magazines, stationery, gifts, and entertainment products through its Web site at whsmith.co.uk. As of August 31, 2007, WH Smith operated 544 High Street stores and 309 Travel Retail units in airports, rail stations, and motorway service areas. The company was founded in 1792 and is based in London, the United Kingdom.
Your Assignment:
ANALYSE AND INTERPRET THE FINANCIAL POSITION OF THE COMPANY WHSMITH PLC.

1. Write a brief profile of WHSmith. What type of company is WHSmith. Where do they do business? What is their core business? What are the different sectors they are involved in?
2. Analyze the company’s financial report. Assess the need of financial information for WHSmith with respect to different stakeholders.
3. Discuss how they present their reports. What standards, rules and regulations they follow. Explain if the accounting standards have influenced the way they present the reports. Analyze the role of accounting conventions in the management of finance for WHSmith.
4. Perform the financial analysis on the major ratios of:  Profitability Ratio, Efficiency ratio, Gearing,
Liquidity, and Investment (at least 2 in each category). Analyze the quality and usefulness of the financial information for WHSmith.
5. Interpret and evaluate the financial position of WHSmith to establish trends and future recommendations.
(2000 words for the main body content. Attach other reference and appendix separately at the end). 
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